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Research Question 
Do Catholic white female Trinity 
College freshmen who attended a 
Catholic high school vs. Catholic 
white female Trinity College 
freshmen who attended a non-
Catholic high school, have lower or 
higher occupational aspirations? 
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Thesis  
The Catholic white female Trinity College 
freshmen who have attended a Catholic high 
school will have lower career aspirations and 
the Catholic religion will influence their daily 
lives. In contrast, the Catholic white female 
Trinity College freshmen who have attended 
a non-Catholic high school will have higher 
career aspirations and not have the Catholic 
religion play as large a role in their everyday 
lives.  
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Significance to Educational Studies 
 Hidden curriculum – controlling 
student’s physical and vocal actions 
within the school environment 
 “Talking Career, Thinking Job: Gender 
differences in Career and Family 
Expectations of Berkeley Seniors” – By 
Anne Machung 
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Methods 
 List of identified Catholic female freshmen students provided by 
Reverend Raymond Smialowski 
 Eight selected Catholic white female Trinity College freshmen who 
attended a non-Catholic High School and eight selected Catholic white 
female Trinity College freshmen who attended a Catholic High School 
 Eight selected female Trinity College freshmen, to serve as control 
group  
 Twenty Trinity College students were given questionnaires concerning 
occupational status (rate the 10 occupations 1-4/status, respect, 
skill/unbiased evaluation)  
 All participants were picked at random 
 Contacted students by telephone and in person 
 Interviews were tape recorded and consisted of seventeen questions, 
each interviews lasted an average of ten minutes 
 Throughout this research project I followed the guidelines of The 
Institutional Review Board at Trinity (consent forms, names coded) 
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Key Points Concerning the 
Evidence 
 Lack of statistical significance 
 Limited amount of evidence 
 Identifying trends 
 Correlation vs. causality 
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Evidence 
 Three types of comparisons: 
  
 1. Catholic students that graduated from a non-
Catholic high school – Control Group 
  
 2. Catholic students that graduated from a 
Catholic high school – Control Group  
  
 3. Catholic students who graduated from a     
Catholic high school – Catholic students who  
graduated from a non-Catholic high school 
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Evidence 
                
  
 
Question Catholic Students 
(non-Catholic high school) 
Examples Control Group Examples 
If you had to pick one of the 
following laid out occupations, 
which would you choose to be and 
why?  
75% of students choose a 
career of high occupational 
status, respect, and skill 
50% of students choose 
careers that would involve 
helping others 
J.  “… doctor, 
because I like 
biology and I 
want to help 
people …”  
62% of students choose a 
career of high occupational 
status, respect, and skill 
25% of students choose 
careers that would involve 
helping others 
 
X.  “… owner 
of a business 
… do my own 
thing.”  
What would it mean for you to be 
a successful person, why?  
25% of students mentioned 
having a family as part being 
successful  
 I. …”follow 
my dreams 
and support 
my family.” 
0% of students mentioned 
having a family as part being 
successful 
S.  “To be 
successful, to 
be happy with 
what I’m 
doing.”  
On a scale to 1 through 5 (1 being 
the weakest and 5 being the 
strongest) how do your religious 
beliefs influence your decision-
making or daily life?  
62% of students said that 
religion plays medium to 
strong role in their everyday 
lives 
I.  “… plays a 
pretty big role 
in my life.”  
12% of students said that 
religion plays medium to 
strong role in their everyday 
lives 
S.  “It doesn’t 
influence the 
types of 
decisions that 
I make.”  
Do you consider yourself: very 
religious, moderately religious, 
somewhat religious, or not at all 
religious?  
62% of students consider 
them selves moderately to 
very religious 
D. “Moderate”  25% of students consider 
them selves moderately to 
very religious 
 
U. “Not very”  
Do you attend church and if so 
how often?  
25% of students said that 
they go to church at least 
once a month 
 I. “Once a 
week.” 
25% of students said that 
they go to church at least 
once a month 
 
U. “Not very 
often.” 
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     Question Catholic Students   
(Catholic high school) 
 
Examples 
 
        Control Group 
 
 Examples 
 
If you had to pick one of the 
following laid out 
occupations, which would 
you choose to be and why?  
50% of students choose a 
career of high occupational 
status, respect, and skill 
75% of students choose 
careers that would involve 
helping others 
A. “Nurse…I 
like to make 
people happy, 
I like working 
with people.” 
62% of students choose a 
career of high occupational 
status, respect, and skill 
25% of students choose careers 
that would involve helping 
others 
X.  “… owner 
of a business 
… do my own 
thing.”  
What would it mean for you 
to be a successful person, 
why?  
50% of students mentioned 
having a family as part being 
successful  
H. “Just to be 
happy with 
my family 
life.” 
0% of students mentioned 
having a family as part being 
successful 
S.  “To be 
successful, to 
be happy with 
what I’m 
doing.” 
On a scale to 1 through 5 (1 
being the weakest and 5 
being the strongest) how do 
your religious beliefs 
influence your decision-
making or daily life?  
75% of students said that 
religion plays medium to 
strong role in their everyday 
lives 
B. “I believe 
in the belief in 
the creation 
of the world 
and in 
Catholicism.” 
12% of students said that 
religion plays medium to strong 
role in their everyday lives 
S.  “It doesn’t 
influence the 
types of 
decisions that I 
make.” 
Do you consider yourself: 
very religious, moderately 
religious, somewhat 
religious, or not at all 
religious?  
75% of students consider 
them selves moderately to 
very religious 
H. “Very 
religious.” 
25% of students consider them 
selves moderately to very 
religious 
U. “Not very” 
Do you attend church and if 
so how often?  
75% of students said that 
they go to church at least 
once a month 
L. “Yes, every 
week.” 
25% of students said that they 
go to church at least once a 
month 
U. “Not very 
Often.” 
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Question Catholic Students   
(Catholic high school) 
 
Examples Catholic Students  
(non-Catholic high school) 
 
Examples 
If you had to pick one of the 
following laid out occupations, 
which would you choose to be 
and why? 
50% of students choose a 
career of high 
occupational status, 
respect, and skill 
75% of students choose 
careers that would involve 
helping others 
A. “Nurse…I 
like to make 
people happy, I 
like working 
with people.” 
75% of students choose a 
career of high occupational 
status, respect, and skill 
50% of students choose 
careers that would involve 
helping others 
J.  “… doctor, 
because I like 
biology and I 
want to help 
people …”  
What would it mean for you to 
be a successful person, why?  
50% of students 
mentioned having a family 
as part being successful  
H. “Just to be 
happy with my 
family life.” 
25% of students mentioned 
having a family as part being 
successful  
 I. …”follow my 
dreams and 
support my 
family.” 
On a scale to 1 through 5 (1 
being the weakest and 5 
being the strongest) how do 
your religious beliefs 
influence your decision-
making or daily life?  
75% of students said that 
religion plays medium to 
strong role in their 
everyday lives 
B. “I believe in 
the belief in the 
creation of the 
world and in 
Catholicism.” 
62% of students said that 
religion plays medium to strong 
role in their everyday lives 
I.  “… plays a 
pretty big role in 
my life.”  
Do you consider yourself: 
very religious, moderately 
religious, somewhat religious, 
or not at all religious?  
75% of students consider 
them selves moderately to 
very religious 
H. “Very 
religious.” 
62% of students consider them 
selves moderately to very 
religious 
D. “Moderate” 
Do you attend church and if 
so how often?  
75% of students said that 
they go to church at least 
once a month 
L. “Yes, every 
week.” 
25% of students said that they 
go to church at least once a 
month 
I. “Once a week.” 
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Conclusion 
• Given the narrow scope of this preliminary research study, I 
cannot definitively conclude that my thesis has been 
proven.  However, the evidence does begin to show a 
correlation affirming my thesis in that, Catholic white 
female Trinity College freshmen who have attended a 
Catholic high school have lower career aspirations and that 
the Catholic religion does have an influence in their daily 
lives.  In contrast, the Catholic white female Trinity College 
freshmen who have attended a non-Catholic high school 
have higher career aspirations and do not have the Catholic 
religion play as large a role in their everyday lives.   
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Improvements and Expansions 
 Larger subject size 
 Outside interviewer  
 Furthering the study through studying the causes 
of having lower career aspirations (family, media, 
teachers, peers, etc.) 
